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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Jennifer Murray

Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 12:25 PM

To: Howarth, Jeff T.; Monica Przyperhart; 'Fuentes-George, Kemi'; Anderson, Molly; Judy 

Wiger-Grohs; Andrew W. L'Roe; Amy Sheldon

Cc: Kathleen Ramsay; Barbara Saunders

Subject: South Street Solar

Attachments: Industrial Site_250 ft setback_112619.pdf

Hello all- 
Attached please find a concept plan showing an alternative location in the Industrial area for the solar farm as requested 
by the Planning Commission in their last meeting. 
Please also see Encore’s notes related to that location, below. 
 
The Planning Commission will discuss this concept on December 5th at 10:30am (Municipal Offices Conference room).   
Following the PC meeting, staff will provide Planning Commission comments to the Town Manager for the SB packet.   
This application is on the SB agenda for discussion at their 12/10 meeting (7pm, Municipal Offices Large Conference 
Room). 
 
While the Planning Commission meeting is open to the public, the PC is not holding a hearing for soliciting public 
comments. 
The 12/10 Selectboard meeting is where public will have an opportunity to comment on the proposal.   
To that end, all materials will be made available to the public for review in the Selectboard packet when that is posted 
online sometime late Friday afternoon. 
 
At your meeting yesterday, we discussed how the Conservation Commission can submit comments on this alternate 
concept prior to your next meeting. 
The Conservation Commission is invited to submit individual comments to me by email by Wed Dec. 4th 

I will compile those comments and provide to the Planning Commission prior to their meeting. 
In consideration of Open Meetings Law, please do not reply all.  Send comments directly to me, and you can copy Jeff as 
well. 
 
Thank you- 
Jen 
 
From: Derek Moretz [mailto:derek@encorerenewableenergy.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 11:42 AM 
To: Jennifer Murray <JMurray@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Cc: Jake Clark <jake@encorerenewableenergy.com>; Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Re: South Street Solar :: Materials for Planning Commission and Response to Conservation Commission 

 
Jen - 
 
Appreciate this follow up. I've attached an expanded version of the layout for the industrial site to include 
reduced setbacks from Route 7.  A few items to consider: 
 
1 - The capacity of the array is approximately the same as proposed on South Street (i.e. 5MWac). Yet it 
occupies roughly 85 acres (vs 25-30), fragmenting this open space due to wetland constraints and trees.  
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2 - This is an extremely inefficient design and not economically viable to reach the rate threshold with GMP 
and ratepayers. It would make for a decent 500kW project, but again the College has maximized its ability to 
net meter and is looking to achieve more meaningful scale/impact.  
 
3 - We would expect to see more widespread opposition to this location with direct viewshed of Route 
7.  Opposition of South Street has generally been isolated subset of the town/neighborhood whereas Rte 7 
projects become exposed to a larger faction of the town/region.  
 
4 - Worth noting is Encore does not have rights to develop this site. While the College (with Encore's support) 
has explored its land holdings for this project, the College and its Trustees would need to approve development 
of the industrial site.  I can share the lease rate for South Street allows for an economically viable project, and 
we have also explored feasibility of numerous non-College-owned sites but nothing identified as viable with 
willing landowners.  
 
I trust this provides sufficient info to support a Planning Commission review, but let me know if you have 
further questions.  
 
Thanks,  
 
Derek 
 


